
FROM THE DESK OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATOR

In the wake of the current COVID-19 pandemic, the strain on business and the economy generally has 
been felt by all. The implications on revenue, caused by the widespread contraction of the virus have been 
immensely. While the attention and extreme precautions surrounding COVID-19 is commended, the impact 
of water-related diseases should not be ignored. in 2018, 18,000 deaths were attributed to choler outbreaks. 
The overall typhoid prevalence rate is at 66.2%, Lassa Fever, which is also contracted via consumption  of 
contaminated water, infects 300, 000 to 500 000 people in the West-Africa region yearly. Moreover, over 5000 
deaths are attributed to this disease. Other deadly diseases include gastrointestinal disease and polio virus.

There are then also deaths arising from complications attributed to hepatitis, dysentery etc, the list of critical 
health conditions stemming from unclean water goes on. If we do not act immediately or come up with 
effective  solutions in the WASH sector, another pandemic is bound to occur which will result in more 
economic loss. It should also be noted that like COVID-19, every person (irrespective of their financial status 
in society) will eventually be affected.

To illustrate this point further, one needs only to look at fecal sludge removal. It is well-documented fact that 
98% of fecal sludge trucks dump the waste matter into water bodies, which serve as the water sources that 
the general population consumes daily. As such, it is only a matter of time before the effects of water-borne 
diseases has the same impact both socially and economically as COVID-19.

Executive order 009, was signed by His Excellency President Muhammadu Buhari in November 2019 reiterating 
the state of Emergency in the WASH sector. 

The order Mandates that all business premises contain safely managed sanitation facilities. Aside from 
encouraging the private sector to invest in its host communities, which are vulnerable and without access to 
WASH facilities, we are also encouraging compliance with Executive Order 009. 

It is imperative that businesses across Nigeria are ensuring that they use correct and safe sanitation facilities,  
so as not to negate the instructions laid out in the Executive Order.

The financial, sustainability and efficiency gaps in the WASH sector can be easily bridged, with assistance of 
the private sector and the collaboration of all stakeholders. The former in particular has much to gain given 
the potentially severe impacts on their business and staff, should Nigeria fail to mitigate the consequences of 
poor WASH infrastructure.

For more information on how private sector members can be proactive and contribute to the WASH sector, 
find out more about OPS-WASH (Organized Private Sector in WASH) in partnership with the Federal 
Ministry of Water Resources and UNICEF by contacting us at info@opswash.com
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